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since 2000, a small company operating from a quaint 
British-era haveli in Alipore, Kolkata, has been handcrafting 
an innovative collection of cases for storing one’s cherished 
Cubans safely and in style. With several patents pending, 
glowing reviews from such esteemed publications as  
Cigar Aficionado, and Hollywood stars like Arnold 
Schwarzenegger touted to be among its clients, Andre 
Garcia cases today command considerable cachet among 
cigar smokers worldwide. 

From the latest collection of crush-resistant carbon fibre  
cases to a sleek attaché capable of holding an iPad or a 
laptop alongside a box of cigars and accessories, to the 
patent-pending collections of zippered Pack & Go Travel 
Humidors and flat-top buffalo horn cases, Andre Garcia’s 
range is vast and impressive. The sturdy cases are made with 
such premium materials as Bavarian bull leather and carbon 
fibre, and feature interiors made with breathable Spanish 
cedar imported from Brazil. The company’s diverse 
collection includes 1- to 40-finger cases, attachés and totes 
crafted to hold cigars of varying ring gauges and sizes, from 

seven-inch Churchills to tiny cigarillos. Some, such as the 
St. James cases, even boast a sliding feature that allows 
owners to adjust its length according to the size of the cigar.

Andre Garcia co-founder Abhik Roy is the brains 
behind these elegant designs. The 40-year-old, a 
mathematics graduate from St. Xavier’s, Kolkata, and an 
MBA degree holder, held a plum job with an Indian yarn 
company when the world of cigars exerted its pull on him. 
“I became interested in the subject while surfing the 
Internet and started studying the cigar industry. It was a 
kind of a hobby for me,” he says, adding that his growing 
interest was co-related to his roots—his mother hails from 
a zamindar family and, Roy quips, “In earlier times, Bengali 
zamindars used to have a taste for good things.” 

He adds, “I realised that no one had a lot of cigar case 
designs…most of them were two- or three-finger only.” 
Thus in 2000, Roy visited the Ambiente trade fair in 
Frankfurt, Germany, carrying with him a few of his own 
designs. A chance meeting with Robert Franzblau—
founder-president of US’s oldest mail order cigar company, 

A Fine Case In Point  
A small company in Kolkata is creating cigar cases that have caught the world’s attention.

The Ludwig briefcase and the St. James four-finger case (shown in red leather) are among Andre Garcia’s most popular designs.

Abhik Roy has designed more than 100 cigar cases to date, of which the Zodiac collection (left, in black leather)  

and the carbon fibre cases (right foreground) are the latest.

Thompson Cigar—turned out to be a decisive moment. 
“He said you’ve a knack for product development…when 
you launch your own company, give us a call—we’ll place 
the first order,” says Roy, who took the advice to heart and 
began designing cases full-time from his 120-year-old 
ancestral home in Kolkata. For two years, he manufactured 
cases for companies such as Ashton Cigar, Thompson Cigar, 
Altadis USA and General Cigar Company, before finally 
taking the next logical step—along with brother Anindya, 
Roy launched his own label, Andre Garcia, in 2003 (the 
company is registered in the US).

In its first year, Andre Garcia managed to sell an 
impressive 1.6 lakh cigar cases, and has sold 70,000 to one 
lakh cases on average every year since. From a single 
craftsman in 2000, the company now employs 45, and  
its products are sold at such reputable tobacconists as  
JJ Fox in London, A La Civette in Paris, and Hajenius  
in Amsterdam.

Few in India have heard of the company, however, and 
Roy acknowledges this incongruity. “Indians primarily 
smoke cigarettes, not cigars,” says Roy. “The US is our 
single biggest market, and we retail at the top 10 tobacco 
stores in the world. In India, our clients are mostly cigar 
connoisseurs from Bangalore and Delhi who have seen 
our products abroad.” The name of the brand, too, is a tip 
of the hat to the company’s primary markets. Roy says, 
“My brother and I were having coffee in Boston and 
thinking of a name that could be easily recognisable in 
Europe and the US. Diego Garcia is an American battleship 
and Andre is a common name in Europe, hence we 
decided on ‘Andre Garcia’.” 

Of the more than 100 designs to date, the zippered, 
buffalo horn, and St. James cases as well as the Ludwig 

briefcase have been among the most well received, says 
Roy. Unlike traditional designs with tops that can slide off, 
the zippered cases allow owners to keep their cigars extra 
safe. The briefcase is designed to be a travelling humidor—
there is a removable pouch in the centre with a mesh 
pocket to hold a humidor. Roy’s latest creation is a series 
of 12 sliding-top cases crowned with camel bone and 
engraved with a sign of the zodiac.

Discerning cigar lovers looking for something more 
special may request bespoke cases in their choice of design, 
dimension, material, and even gold or silver tops. Andre 
Garcia also offers options for embossing monograms or 
phrases on leather either through laser or hand, at no extra 
cost. “Because we have our own manufacturing facility, we 
have a distinct advantage over other brands,” says Roy. “We 
have had lovers who have got cigar cases with a Turkish 
accent, while some people have had ‘Time and Friends’ 
embossed on the cases.”

Eight years since he decided to make the drastic leap into 
a world that was and still remains largely foreign to Indians, 
Roy has no regrets. “My father thinks I’m an idiot and 
wasting money,” Roy says with a laugh. “[But] most of my 
decisions are based on passion, and cigars are definitely a 
passion for me.”  —girija duggal

GOOD TO KNOW: Andre Garcia cigar cases retail in India 
exclusively from The Chambers clubs at select Taj hotels, 
and are priced between ̀ 5,000 and ̀ 30,000. The company 
also makes a range of cigars manufactured in the 
Dominican Republic.

Andre Garcia, +1.978.7267.606, www.andregarciacases.com;  
The Chambers, www.tajhotels.com
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